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involve Germany, and therefore no mobilization plan had
been worked out for war against Austria alone.]
What then could be the purpose of any partial mobiliza-
tion against Austria-Hungary alone? A threat which was
not supported by a convincing evidence of one's own power
would give rise to an attempt to despise this threat. A
partial mobilization of our forces would have had exactly
the opposite consequences of those which we reckoned upon.
From a strategic point of view the partial mobilization
was simply folly. It was the intention to mobilize four
Military Districts: Kiev, Odessa, Moscow and Kazan. In
the territory covered by these military districts thirteen
army corps had their standing peace quarters.40
Dobrorolski goes on to explain all the technical dangers
and difficulties of any such partial mobilization as was
proposed. After mobilization the troops of these four dis-
tricts would necessarily advance to the frontier, but to strike
at Austria effectively from the East and North, it was neces-
sary for some of them to advance through the Warsaw
District. Yet in order not to alarm Germany the Warsaw
District was to remain untouched! And if no preparations
were made in the Warsaw District, the part of it which
-bordered on Austria would remain uncovered and unpro-
tected. Moreover, if a general mobilization should follow
the partial mobilization, the utmost confusion would take
place, because the reservists for the Warsaw District were
drawn partly from the Moscow and Kazan Districts, where
partial mobilization would already have taken place. These
dangers and difficulties were not apparently, however, at
first fully grasped by Sazonov, or even by lanushkevich,
who had been in office only a few months, and, as we shall
see, this plan of partial mobilization was proceeded with, to
the utter dismay of the military technicians like Dobrorol-
ski and General Danilov.
40 Dobrorolski, pp. 99-101 (German trans., pp. 17-19).